Clubs and Societies Regulation Amendment Proposals April 2026
The following regulation amendments were proposed by the 2026 Clubs & Societies Staff, Office Bearers and Committee. These have been carefully developed in response to observations made within the department and aim to help improve the operations of the Clubs and Societies department.

Clubs Council Nominee Eligibility R2.1
Current:
2.1 Clubs and Societies Council
(a) A minimum of five Academic Days’ notice must be provided to clubs to convene a meeting of the Council.
(b) Each club committee shall nominate a voting representative to attend the Council.	 
Proposed:
2.1 Clubs and Societies Council
(a) A minimum of five Academic Days’ notice must be provided to clubs to convene a meeting of the Council.
(b) Each club committee shall nominate a voting representative to attend the Council. 
(i)  The nominated representative must be a current member of the club committee or have been on the club committee within the past 6 months. 
Reason:
This is a change to the eligibility of nominees for clubs committee. Presently, clubs can nominate anybody to represent their club in clubs council. The C&S Committee, through experience and discussion, has proposed this change to ensure that nominees have experience with club committees, whether it be current or previous. 
PASSED BY THE C&S COMMITTEE IN MEETING 2 ON 27/01/26
Motion: To approve the amendment to regulation R2.1.
Mover: Alex Gwynn		Seconder: Seamus Donnellan

Promotional Events Advertising R8.3.g
Current:
(g) Promotional Events 
1. Promotional Grants cover club expenses relating to an event, except for a general meeting, held in a period designated by these Regulations.  
2. The following are defined as C&S Promotional Events Periods: 
a. Orientation Weeks,  
b. the University Open Day, and  
c. the first two weeks of Semester 1 and of Semester 2. 
d. The C&S Committee may set additional C&S Promotional Event Periods. 
3. To be eligible for any grants during a Promotional Events Period, clubs must comply with deadline and advertising stipulations of Committee.   
Proposed:
(g) Promotional Events 
1. Promotional Grants cover club expenses relating to an event, except for a general meeting, held in a period designated by these Regulations.  
2. The following are defined as C&S Promotional Events Periods: 
a. Orientation Weeks,  
b. the University Open Day, and  
c. the first two weeks of Semester 1 and of Semester 2. 
d. The C&S Committee may set additional C&S Promotional Event Periods. 
3. To be eligible for any grants during a Promotional Events Period, clubs must advertise full details of the event on the public-facing C&S Events Calendar on the website a week in advance. 

Reason: 
This regulation was made in the days of paper events guides and newsletters, and advertising would depend on the annual arrangements of the student union. All advertising is now done through the website calendar, rather than a requirement that changes year-to-year. As such we can formalise calendar listings in Regulation. 
PASSED BY THE C&S COMMITTEE IN MEETING 2 ON 27/01/26
 Motion: To approve the amendment to regulation R8.3.g
Mover: Alex Gwynn		Seconder: Seamus Donnellan

General Meetings 30 Minute Rule R5.2.g
Current:
5.2 General Meetings 
(g)	Process for Conduct of General Meetings 
The process of a club’s General Meeting must include: 
i. opening within 30 minutes of the advertised start time given in the official notice; 
Proposed:
(g)	Process for Conduct of General Meetings 
The process of a club’s General Meeting must include: 
i. Ensuring a quorum is present and opening within 30 minutes of the advertised start time given in the official notice; 
Reason:
This is already in the standing orders and is being added into the regulations for consistency, as well as to provide the Committee with grounds to act upon when clubs do not reach quorum within 30 minutes.
PASSED BY THE C&S COMMITTEE IN MEETING 2 ON 27/01/26

IGM Meetings 30 Minutes Rule 4.5.d

CURRENT:
4.5 Inaugural General Meeting
(d) Procedure For Holding an Inaugural General Meeting
(iii) The representative appointed under R4.5(b) will be the chairperson for the IGM and is responsible for: 
(A) ensuring minutes of the IGM are taken; 
(B) adopting an agenda; 
(C) taking an Attendance List; 
(D) ensuring that a quorum of at least twenty current Students who are also members of the club is reached; 
(E) presenting and adopting the approved club constitution;
(F) electing the committee of the club as outlined in the club’s constitution; and 
(G) appointment of at least three bank signatories from among the newly elected executive.
PROPOSED:
4.5 Inaugural General Meeting
(d) Procedure For Holding an Inaugural General Meeting
(iii) The representative appointed under R4.5(b) will be the chairperson for the IGM and is responsible for: 
(A) ensuring minutes of the IGM are taken; 
(B) adopting an agenda; 
(C) taking an Attendance List; 
(D) ensuring that a quorum of at least twenty current Students who are also members of the club is reached within thirty minutes of the advertised start time; 
(E) presenting and adopting the approved club constitution;
(F) electing the committee of the club as outlined in the club’s constitution; and 
(G) appointment of at least three bank signatories from among the newly elected executive.

Reason:
Introduces the 30 minutes to get quorum, as has always been convention by mirroring the UMSU Standing Orders in clubs, but not formalised. It has already been extended to AGMs. Now applied in Regulation to IGMs.
PASSED BY THE C&S COMMITTEE IN MEETING 3 ON 17/02/26
 Motion: To approve the amendment to regulations R5.2.g and R4.5.d.
Mover: Alex Gwynn		Seconder: Seamus Donnellan

Risk Assessments R7.3
Current:
7.3 Legalities and Liability
Clubs owe their members a duty of care when running events. The regulations
below outline responsibilities clubs must fulfil to ensure that duty is met.
(a) Liability
(i) Clubs are forbidden to enter into legal action that cannot be
entirely funded from club sources and has not received approval
from the Students’ Council.
(ii) Clubs must ensure adequate insurance cover is in place for their
event prior to event taking place.
(iii) Clubs holding off-campus events (whether UMSU-funded or not)
must notify the Department of the event and submit a certificate
of currency (public liability) from venue or transport providers
prior to the event.
(iv) Sports events and off-campus activities may require extended
insurance coverage.
(v) Liability cover may not be granted to the event unless the
appropriate forms are completed and submitted to the
Department in line with R7.6.
(vi) Editors and writers of any club publication are personally liable
for defamatory material published, regardless of whether the
publication is funded by UMSU.
Proposed:
7.3 Legalities and Liability
Clubs owe their members a duty of care when running events. The regulations
below outline responsibilities clubs must fulfil to ensure that duty is met.
(a) Liability
(i) Clubs are forbidden to enter into legal action that cannot be
entirely funded from club sources and has not received approval
from the Students’ Council.
(ii) Clubs must ensure adequate insurance cover is in place for their
event prior to event taking place.
(iii) Clubs holding off-campus events (whether UMSU-funded or not)
must notify the Department of the event and submit a certificate
of currency (public liability) from venue or transport providers
prior to the event.
(iv) Sports events and off-campus activities may require extended
insurance coverage.
(v) Liability cover may not be granted to the event unless the appropriate 
forms are 
completed and submitted to the Department in line with R7.6.
(vi) A Risk Assessment must be prepared for every club event in
accordance with Department advice and procedures, and
submitted to UMSU and/or the University upon request.
(vi)(vii) Editors and writers of any club publication are personally liable
for defamatory material published, regardless of whether the
publication is funded by UMSU.
Reason: 
The requirement to prepare a Risk Assessment has been in place for several years, but not encoded in the Regulations. To make it clear to club executives that this is an obligation with the same importance as Food or Alcohol plans, we wish to give it the same status in Regulation. 
PASSED BY THE C&S COMMITTEE IN MEETING 2 ON 27/01/26
Motion: To approve the amendment to regulation R7.3.
Mover: Alex Gwynn		Seconder: Seamus Donnellan

New Club Period Separation R4.1.b, R4.1.c and appendix 3
Current:
4.1
(b) Initial Application is open online from 9 am Monday of Week 0 Semester 1 and must be submitted no later than 9 am of Week 3 of Semester 2.
(c) Applications shall be closed for the semester if there are more than 250 affiliated clubs at the beginning of Week 0 of the semester. Applications may be re-opened if determined by a majority of the C&S Committee.
[bookmark: _Toc188960822]APPENDIX 3
AFFILIATION TIMELINE
	Affiliation Stage
	Date
	Actions
	Outcome

	Initial Application
	Monday 9 am Week 0 Semester 1
	Initial Applications Open
	Application form is competed on the UMSU website

	
	Monday 9 am Week 3 each semester 
	Initial Application cut-off
	Online application form must be complete to be considered in the Semester’s cohort of applications.
Any further applications received in Semester 1 will be held until the next affiliation period. Late Semester 2 applications will be rejected and may apply again in the next year.



Proposed:
4.1
(b) Initial Application is open online from 9 am Monday of Week 0 Semester 1 and must be submitted no later than until 9 am of Week 3 of Semester 2 each Semester.
(c) Applications shall be closed not be opened for the semester if there are more than 250 affiliated clubs at the beginning of Week 0 of the semester, unless the Committee resolves to open applications. Applications may be re-opened if determined by a majority of the C&S Committee.
APPENDIX 3
AFFILIATION TIMELINE
	Affiliation Stage
	Date
	Actions
	Outcome

	Initial Application
	Monday 9 am Week 0 Semester 1
	Initial Applications Open
	Application form is competed on the UMSU website

	
	Monday 9 am Week 3 each semester 
	Initial Application cut-off
	Online application form must be complete to be considered in the Semester’s cohort of applications. Late applications will be rejected and may reapply in the next application period.
Any further applications received in Semester 1 will be held until the next affiliation period. Late Semester 2 applications will be rejected and may apply again in the next year.



Reason:
The introduction of the cap has highlighted an issue that has long existed; that new club applications received after the S1 application deadline but before S2 Week-0 are in a very long limbo waiting for the next cohort of new clubs, but those received in S2 are simply discarded as late. It is more consistent to have two discrete application periods at the start of each Semester This also removes the ambiguity of applying sometime in S1 before cap would be implemented in Week 0 S2. 
PASSED BY THE C&S COMMITTEE IN MEETING 3 ON 17/02/26
Motion: To approve the amendment to regulations R4.1.b, R4.1.c, and appendix 3. 
Mover: Alex Gwynn		Seconder: Seamus Donnellan

