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  University of Melbourne Student Union 

Meeting of the Education Committee 
 Minutes 

Friday, 27/12/2024, 3:00pm AEST 
Meeting #1(24) 
Location: Zoom 

 

Meeting opens at 3:03 pm 

1. Procedural Matters 

1.1. Election of Chair 

Motion 1: To Elect Harrishman Shobhanan as the Chair 
 
Mover: David Trevorrow          Seconder: Sonika Agarwal 
 
Result – Carried 
 

1.2. Acknowledgement of Indigenous Custodians 
 
The Education Department would like to acknowledge the Traditional Owners of the land the 
Wurundjeri and Boon Wurrung peoples of the Kulin Nations. We pay our respect to the 
Elders past, present and emerging of the land on all lands that UMSU. We also extend this 
respect to all Indigenous peoples— this always was and always will be Aboriginal land 
So Acknowledged  
 

1.3. Attendance 
Rhea Sankar, Harrishaman Shobanan, Sonika Agarwal, Abhie Gupta, Sophia Chu, 
David Trevorrow, Yuito Takizawa 

1.4. Apologies 
 
1.4.1 Viraj Patel 

1.5. Proxies 

1.6. Membership 
No changes in Membership 

1.7. Adoption of Agenda  
 

Motion 2: To Adopt the Agenda as presented  
 
Mover: Abhie Gupta          Seconder: Rhea Sankar 
 
Result – Carried 
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2. Confirmation of Previous Minutes 
  N/A 

3. Conflicts of Interest Declaration 

4. Matters Arising from the Minutes 

N/A 

5. Correspondence  

6. Office Bearer Reports 

Note: Except for Viraj, all other OB reports were summarized verbally by the chair, 
Harrishman Shobhanan. 
 
6.1 Viraj Officer Report  
Hi everyone I am supplying a written report, because I am flying to back to my home 
country, South Africa now! 
Key actions  
The major item over the last few weeks has been the Education Budget. We worked 
closely with Joshua, Luv and the other OBs, and we are satisfied with the number we 
received.  
Sonika and I have divided up the work on the KYR Booklet, and I am currently adding a 
section about the NUS and Student Unionism, and some other edits 

      .  

Key correspondence 
Currently in correspondence with the Arts and Culture team about organising our first 
collectives in their spaces and potential collaboration for their student unionism 
exhibition in GPG.  
I did reach out the Southbank department about the events we plan to host there, I learnt 
at budget council, their emails are not up and running though, so waiting on that too! 
Key Planned Actions 
Contacting Southbank and Burnley about their respective collabs. 
Meeting with Queer to discuss the Queer Inclusion Survey 
Programming for Collectives Semester 1. 
Summerfest planning  

 
6.2 Rhea Officer Report 

Following the planning of the budget, Harry and I have met with CME and begun 
discussing our ideas for o-week and our first events, including the Games Night. We have 
also made edits for the Know Your University Booklet, and I have added a section on 
Generative AI usage. We are currently exploring how to revamp and modernise the 
Counter Course handbook which we hope to launch mid next semester and will be further 
in touch with the Comms department. 

 
6.3  Sonika Officer Report 

Since being elected to office, we have firstly worked on the budget, setting up IT access 
and the UMSU website as well as possible collaborations between departments. We have 
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a confirmed collaboration with the Women's Department for International Women's 
Week and a Queerphobia Survey with the Queer Department. We plan on collaborating 
with Southbank and Burnley for specific events as well as keep in contact with their 
representatives throughout the year. 

Viraj and I have started working on the Know-Your-Rights Booklet, as he mentioned, and 
it’s coming out very well! I am handling the SASH and advocacy section of the booklet, 
and we’ll forward the edits to committee and would appreciate any ideas or comments. I 
have also been in contact with Lachie to understand how volunteering is going to work 
next year, and we’ve set up a meeting for early January.  

Key Actions to be done by next meeting:  

- Meeting Lachie and figuring out details for volunteering 

- Finishing KYR and sending to CME 

- Starting on the Education Survey (Name: TBD) 

- Finish talking to CME about Summerfest planning 

- Updating the Website with all the relevant information and overhauling social media 

 

6.4 Harrishman Officer Report 

After being inducted into the Education Academic OB office, Rhea and I have 
collectively worked on our budget alongside the Education Public office while event 
planning in preparation for this year with the aide of CME. Due to the university shifting 
from Google to Outlook as its main platform, dealing with gaining IT access and the 
UMSU website has been another task that has been worked on to ensure ease of 
collaboration of projects. Ideas for O-week have been discussions such as the Games 
Night and edits to the Know your university booklet have been made to reflect updated 
policies and references to points of contact. We are currently still in the process of 
figuring out how to revitalise the Counter Couse Handbook on the UMSU website which 
will help engage with the student body and offer as a useful platform to hear student 
suggestions and queries about their units. This will be explored further with collaboration 
of the Communications department. I will be chairing the first Education committee 
meeting for the term 2024/25. 

 
7.1 Accept Office Bearer Reports Verbal/Written 

Motion 3: To accept the Office Bearer Reports en bloc 
 
Mover: Abhie Gupta                                                       Seconder: David Trevorrow 
 
Result – Carried 
 

 

7. Motions on Notice 
 7.1 Department Budget Allocation Endorsement and Adoption 
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Motion 4: For the Education committee endorse and adopt the Education Department 
budget as presented on the budget department proposal after recommendation from 
student council of $32000.  
 
Mover:   Yuito Takizawa                                    Seconder: Abhie Gupta 
 
Result – Carried 

 

Notes: Harrishman went over the budget and major events of the budget memo and 
summarized budget council.  

David asked about the necessity and process for myki grants. Rhea and Sonika answered 
that whereas previously UMSU has done Myki Travel passes, this is a grant for financial 
aid in case of a myki fine. Since the exorbitant grants and targeting of students by myki 
officers is a fallacy of proper policy, it falls with Education Public as we protect student 
rights on and off campus. The department has also historically done a lot for myki passes 
and public transportation campaigns, for example in 2019 under Cameron Doig and 
Charlotte Fouhy the department ran a powerful campaign for the free tram zone extension 
in 2019. With the ongoing cost-of-living crisis and the university’s adamance on keeping 
attendance hurdles for most subjects, the grants will provide relief and show solidarity 
with the students. 

Another excellent question about the selection process of the grants was raised by David 
as well. While we don’t as of yet have any particulars on our selection process we will 
decide them with the utmost care along with any suggestions and help from volunteers 
and committee, keeping in mind that this grant is not meant to encourage students to get 
out of paying myki fees but rather help them in distress. 

7.2  Summerfest Spending  

Motion 5: That the Education Committee approves the expenditure of $400 from the 
Orientation Promotion Expenses budget line 03-60-620-3840 for the procurement of 
materials for the Education Academic and Education Public stalls. 
 
Mover:  David Trevorrow                                           Seconder: Abhie Gupta 
 
Result – Carried 
 

Note: Rhea mentioned all our summerfest activities in detail and urged the committee to 
actively participate if they are interested. Yuito asks for clarification of the number relating to 
the budget line mentioned in the motion above. 

7.3.1 Amendment to the motion 7.3.2  

Motion 5: That the motion 7.3.2 be changed to reflect the budget line referring to the 
expenditure of printing the Know your Rights and Know your University Booklets from 
5,000 to 5,400. 

 
Mover: Abhie Gupta                                                         Seconder : David Trevorrow 



Meeting of the Education#1(24) 

 

 

Result – Carried 

 

 

Note: A clerical error was made from the OB’s side and was fixed via this amendment. 

 7.3.2 Publication Spending 

Motion 6: That the Education Committee approves the expenditure of $5,400 from the 
Orientation Promotion Expenses budget line 03-60-620-3713 for the printing of the Know 
Your Rights and Know Your University Booklets 
 
Mover: Yuito Takizawa                                               Seconder: Abhie Gupta 
 
Result – Carried 
 

Note: The edits for KYU and KYR booklets will be sent to committee members in case they 
want to add anything. 

8. Other Business (Motions without Notice) 

9. Next Meeting 
(To be scheduled early next year) 

10. Close  

Meeting closed at 3:36 pm  
 


