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University of Melbourne Student Union
Meeting of the Environment Committee
Agenda
Friday 11 Oct 2024 1PM
Meeting 9(24)
Location: Zoom + Environment Office Lvl 3, 168 Building

https://unimelb.zoom.us/j/81805462569?pwd=T9bMZEAFcGgC4GPJ0NnGAY89dIW9Yx.1#success Passcode: 173762
Meeting opened at (1:06pm).
1. Procedural Matters
1.1. Election of Chair
That Emma Dynes be elected as chair
Moved: Emma Dynes
Seconded: Hugo Somboonsin 
CWD
1.2. Acknowledgement of Indigenous Custodians
So acknowledged 
1.3. Attendance
Emma Dynes, Jaan Schild, Hugo Somboonsin, Ada Pascoe, Huiting (Whitney) Chen, Yisa Sa
1.4. Apologies
Khaleel is an apology
1.5. Proxies
1.6. Membership
1.7. Adoption of Agenda	
That the agenda be accepted as presented.
Moved: Emma Dynes
Seconded: Hugo Somboonsin
CWD
2. Confirmation of Previous Minutes	
	Emma notes she forgot to send out the previous minutes. 	
3. Conflicts of Interest Declaration
4. Matters Arising from the Minutes
5. Correspondence 
6. Office Bearer Reports
Emma and Jaan speak to their reports. 
That the Office Bearer reports are accepted.
Moved: Emma Dynes
Seconded: Hugo Somboonsin
CWD
7. Other Reports
8. Operational Business (Motions on Notice)
9. General Business (Motions on Notice) 
10. Other Business (Motions without Notice)

	Motion 1: The Education and Environment Department will host a Week 12 student forum with a speaker from the West Bank. 
Ni’lin is a West Bank town seventeen kilometres from Ramallah. The 1993 Oslo Accords designated it part of “Area C”, where Palestinians live under Israeli control. Ni’lin is surrounded by the West Bank Apartheid Wall to its west, an Israeli military base to its south, two Israeli settlements—Nili and Na’ale—to the north and a settler-only road to its east.
Ni’lin made international headlines during the construction of the Apartheid Wall—a wall dividing Palestinian settlements from Israel—in 2008. In response to peaceful protests, Israeli border police shot and killed 10-year-old Ahmed Moussa, spurring on the campaign. Israel continued to respond with violence: rubber-coated steel bullets, tear gas canisters, the uprooting and burning of olive trees and even “skunk”, a sewerage water designed for crowd control that causes vomiting when inhaled.
Today the violence is even worse. Since Israel’s genocide in Gaza, illegal settlers have been emboldened to attack Palestinian villages more frequently. 
Ni’lin locals are dedicated to grassroots campaigning against illegal Israeli settler aggression. A large part of what they do is aid including food and legal support to the local community. Its work is critical to the day-to-day survival of many Palestinians. 
University of Melbourne students are clearly motivated by the Palestinian cause. Student engagement for Palestine at Parkville and Southbank this year has been phenomenal. 600 UniMelb students voted for at the student mass meeting, many attended the Gaza Solidarity Encampment and the uni walkouts for Palestine and every week UniMelb students attend the Sunday Palestine demonstrations. There is clearly vast support for the issue amongst the student body. 
This is why our departments are hosting a forum to hear from Palestinians in the West Bank–some of the most heroic activists fighting apartheid and ethnic cleansing. It would be an opportunity for more student enrichment, building international links and solidarity with Palestinians from the West Bank and students in Melbourne. 
More information: 
Info on the Ni’lin: https://palsolidarity.org/tag/nilin/ 
Saaed Amireh’s blog about life in Ni’lin: https://saeedamireh.com/ 
Action:
-That Council approve expenditure of $5,000 from the Events and Grants budget lines of the Education department and the Events budget line of the Environment department budget line for the purpose of paying Saeed Amireh to speak at our educational forum. 
-That Council approve expenditure of $3000 from the Printing-external budget line of the Education department budget for the speakers to access satellite connection and international internet connection and any other required technology for the duration of the event 

Moved: Jaan Schild
Seconded: Emma Dynes


Motion is moved but before the mover and seconder can speak Huiting (Whitney) Chen (Community for UMSU) leaves and the meeting becomes inquorate at 1:16pm.
11. Next Meeting
12. Close	
Meeting closed at (1:16pm).
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