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  University of Melbourne Student Union
Meeting of the Students’ Council
Minutes
Thursday 21 August 2025, 10 am
Special Meeting 5(25)
Location: Room 202, Building 168 and Zoom (by request).
1. Procedural Matters
1.1. Election of Chair
1.2. Acknowledgement of Indigenous Custodians
1.3. Attendance
1.4. Apologies
1.5. Proxies
1.6. Leave of Absence Requests
1.7. Membership
1.8. Adoption of Agenda
2. Conflicts of Interest Declaration
3. Motions on Notice
	3.1.
	UMSU stands in solidarity with the civilian populations suffering at the hands of Hamas and the Netanyahu Government

	Pre-amble
	The conflict between Israel and Palestine is one of the most violent and long-running conflicts in the world, with origins going back centuries. The situation escalated following the Hamas attack on October 7th that killed innocent Israelis. In the time between October 7th and the present day, the suffering imposed upon the civilians of Gaza at the hands of the Netanyahu Government has been nothing short of horrific. In August 2025, the Netanyahu Government announced its plan to occupy Gaza City completely, an action that will cause the current situation to further deteriorate.
Over the last few weeks, hundreds of thousands of people across Australia have joined  to demonstrate their opposition to the suffering in Gaza. Whilst this most recent series of demonstrations have demonstrated the extent of  public opposition in Australia to the actions of the Israeli Government , we also acknowledge the many activist groups that have been advocating for peace and the end of violence between Israel and Palestine for decades. 
In 2024, the University of Melbourne hosted one of the largest encampments seen across Australia’s tertiary education industry. The sheer size and effectiveness of this protest demonstrate the commitment of our student community to oppose all forms of militarism and needless suffering, such as is being seen in Gaza right now.

However, the protest rules implemented in 2025 by the Vice Chancellor have now imposed broad and ambiguous restrictions upon potentially any and all forms of peaceful assembly within the university campus. We particularly note the targeted use of these rules given these restrictions were imposed in the year following extensive protest activity regarding Palestine. Students should not be punished for engaging in peaceful protest; voices in opposition to the status quo should not be silenced; dialogue and communication on these issues is vital. Whilst we are free to demonstrate our opposition in the streets on weekends, we are restricted from doing so on our university campus.
If we are to repair the fractures in our community, blunt and draconian restrictions are not the solution. Silencing marginalised voices is in direct conflict with UMSU’s paramount consideration of solidarity and community. The fundamental principle informing  UMSU’s stance is our opposition to discrimination in all its forms - regardless of whether it is islamophobia or antisemitism, it has no place in our community. While the power of UMSU is limited, we stand staunchly in solidarity with all innocent victims of the ongoing violence.


	Platform
	· UMSU draws distinctions between both the Netanyahu Government and the civilian population in Israel and between Hamas and the civilian population of Palestine.
· UMSU joins a range of international organisations and UN bodies which recognise that the Netanyahu Government’s actions amount to an act of genocide against the civilians of Palestine, as per the definition in Article 2 of the UN’s Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide.
· UMSU condemns the October 7th attack by Hamas that killed Israeli civilians.
· UMSU calls for all hostages and/or political prisoners held in relation to the violence between Israel and Palestine to be returned to their families.
· UMSU calls for the resumption of democracy in Palestine.
· UMSU strongly supports Australia’s decision to join other countries calling for the recognition of a Palestinian State to further efforts for peace. However, UMSU acknowledges that this is the start, not the end, of our obligations to support the civilians of Palestine.
· UMSU condemns the actions of the Netanyahu Government that resulted in a lack of aid being delivered to Palestinian civilians.
· UMSU calls for the Netanyahu Government to allow for the free flow of aid and allow humanitarian NGOs to provide support to those in the Occupied Palestinian Territories.
· UMSU supports further efforts to demonstrate our community’s solidarity with what is occurring in the Middle East.
· UMSU recognises that simplistic narratives of the situation between Israel and Palestine conflict are damaging. 
· UMSU  opposes all forms of restriction and punishment imposed upon students exercising their right to peaceful protest, as recognised in Article 21 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR).
· UMSU calls for the University of Melbourne’s restrictions on peaceful assembly to be repealed so as to allow University of Melbourne students to demonstrate their opposition to what is occurring in Gaza.
· UMSU affirms and commits itself to the defence of free speech at theUniversity of Melbourne.
· UMSU supports initiatives such as the People's Inquiry into Campus Free Speech on Palestine  that is investigating freedom of speech restrictions related to Palestine across Australian university campuses.




	Action
	1. That UMSU campaigns for the end of repression of Palestine activists and to defend free speech and protest on campus. This includes campaigning to overturn the Vice Chancellor regulations concerning protest implemented in March.
2. That the UMSU President release a President’s News statement demanding that the University reverse sanctions to the Palestine activists who have been subject to disciplinary proceedings due to peaceful protests, and issue formal apologies to these students. 
3. That UMSU endorses and circulates the findings of the forthcoming People’s Inquiry into Palestine report to the student body via email to all UMSU members. 


	Moved: Joshua Stagg
	Seconded: Sonika Agarwal

	Carried/Failed



4. Close
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