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Union House Theatre is the creative hub for extra-curricular student 
theatre and performance at the University of Melbourne. UHT provides 
an environment in which autonomous and diverse student theatre can 
flourish. UHT supports an ecology of high-impact, student led theatre 
which is facilitated by conversation and conditions that allow for a wide 
range of student theatre to occur.

UHT supports theatre in all its forms by providing artistic leadership, 
advice, mentoring, education and events that are responsive to the student’s 
needs and their creative exploration.
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Without the incredibly diverse and 
thriving student theatre community, 
some incredibly hard working theatre 
staff, technicians and administration 
we couldn’t have made all of those 
productions a reality. So first things 
first, a massive thank you to all the 
students led by this year’s Arts Officers, 
who dedicate their time away from 
study and work to make theatre on 
campus and massively contribute to 
the cultural conversation between 
Melbourne University and the Arts 
Industry in Melbourne. 

Secondly, the theatre would not 
happen without the few dedicated 
staff who make it a priority to support 
and advise student-led work. To my 
team at UHT – thank you!

This year students have embraced 
presenting work that uses their own 
voice. They have investigated the 
culture and socio-political realities 
of the moment. They have wrestled 
with what is going right and wrong 
with our society and why. The theatre 
community has spoken to itself with 
the pieces that have been staged 

and this in turn has influenced a 
student dialogue about personal and 
cultural identity. I have been proud 
to witness, a deep and meaningful 
engagement about our nature, culture 
and inclusion. It’s exciting times in the 
Union and Guild Theatre’s. This year 
has seen students find their ‘tribe’ 
and collaborate with them. It is these 
‘tribes’ that go out and change the 
industry, impact cultural conversation 
and just generally do amazing things 
in the world. We only need look at 
our illustrious alumni to see proof 
of this.  What is incredible about 
student theatre at UMSU is that it is 
representative of the diversity we see 
in the University more broadly. Our 
student groups are actively changing 
the broader industry status-quo and 
are directly addressing diversity and 
representation on stage. I could not 
be prouder of the work that has 
been facilitated by UHT this year 
and I can’t wait to see the growth of 
these theatre groups into 2017 and 
beyond. If you’re not watching with 
interest, you should be.

What a year! Ten productions in first semester, twenty-eight 
productions in second semester! In amongst those thirty-eight 
productions there were twenty-five Australian works, of those 
nineteen were original works. There were eleven musicals, four 
Shakespeare productions, five Shakespeare inspired explorations 
AND a slew of workshops, tutorials, masterclasses and mentoring. 
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• 24 HR Play Project

• Theatre Tours

• Union Theatre Cinema

• Big Screen Gaming

• Student Theatre 
Group Marquee

• O Week Welcome 
Party

• Rowdy Reads

• PEST 16 - Symposium

• Performing 
Shakespeare – 
Student Theatre 
Retrospective

• Dead Poet’s Society

• Ensemble Assembly

• Awards Night & 
Celebration

• Acting

• Audio Visual and 
Projection – Q Lab

• Bump-in & Power 
Tools

• Directing

• How to Run a Theatre 
Company

• Lighting

• Marketing

• Planning and 
Budgeting a Set 
Design

• Presentation Skills

• Producing

• Production 
Management

• Radio Mics

• Set Construction 
Techniques

• Sound

• Stage Management

• Theatre Flys

• Trent Baker – Bell Shakespeare

• Candy Bowers – writer in Residence

• Marco Cher-gibard – Sound Designer

• Lyndall Grant – Stage Combat 

• Nat Grant – Percussionist

• Andrew Gray – Improvisation Workshops

• Harriet Gregory – Stage Manager

• Jen Hector – Lighting Designer

• Jo Lieshman – Stage Management

• Lisa Mibus – Lighting Designer

• Laura Milke – Producing

• Suze Smith – Movement Workshop

• ‘Megaphone Democracy’ – co-devised with students & directed by Olivia Allen
• ‘Macbeth + macdeath: a coda’ – written by Shakespeare and Jean Tong, directed by Petra Kalive
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SCREWS



2013

2014

2015

2016



Artistic Director/ 
Theatre Coordinator 
Petra Kalive 

Acting Artistic 
Director/ Theatre 
Coordinator 
(Maternity Leave) 
Olivia Allen

Administration and 
Development Officer 
Erin Adams & Christa 
Jonathan

Production Manager 
Gus Macdonald

Head Technician 
Clynton Jones

Stage Carpenter/  
Mechanist 
Jim Stenson

Bonnie Jo Belford

Ruth Blair

Sarah Chamberlain

Helena Chenez  
Dyer Bray

Chris Choisich

Gina Gascoigne

Adam Grikepelis

Jessica Herne

Christa Jonathan

Dave Kelly

Tristan Lawrence

Cameron McCormick

Mags Mulvey

Nathan Pettenon

Farzam Ramtin

Gin Rosse

Suze Smith

Rita Zambruno

Balloon Head Theatre

DisColourNation

Flare Dance Ensemble

Four Letter Word Theatre 

Intercollegiate Activities Council (ICAC)

International House Theatre Group (IHTG)

Medleys – Med Revue

Melbourne University Chinese Theatre Group (MUCTG)

Melbourne University Comedy Revue Board (MUDCRABS)

Melbourne University Law Revue

Melbourne University Shakespeare Company (MUSC)

Newman College Theatre Group 

NUDE Theatre

Open Body Theatre

Ormond College Drama Club

Periscope Productions

Queen’s College Music and Drama Society (QC MADS)

St Hilda’s College Drama Society

St Mary’s College Drama Society

Trinity College Dramatic Society

Trinity College Music Theatre Society

University College Theatre Company

University of Melbourne Music Theatre Association (UMMTA)

Whitley College (W.A.R.T.S)

The following groups are actually affiliated with Clubs and 
Societies but they also put on theatre productions each year 

Melbourne University Chinese Music Group – CMG

Melbourne University Sri Lankan Students’ Association – 
MUSLSA
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In 2016, we provided an 
estimated 1000 instances of 
support, advice or advocacy 
to students. We also created 
the opportunity for students 
to connect minds, share 
knowledge and begin 
conversations that we know 
will continue beyond their 
studies through our various 
programs, workshops and 
productions.

2016 has also seen development from last 
year’s focus on Accessibility. The Disability 
Access plan created in consultation with 
the Creative Arts Officers informed an 
UMSU-wide Disability Action Plan to be 
implemented. Regular conversations with 
student theatre groups encouraging them 
to implement their access plan are now 
routine. We continue to have good working 
relationships with interpreters, and clear goals 
for accessibility plans for the theatre. The 
Union House Theatre Production ‘Macbeth 
+ Macdeath: a coda’ had a tactile tour and 
was captioned. This year has also seen the 
implementation of Companion Cards and 
‘pay-what-you-feel’ performances. 2017 will 
see a stronger engagement with diversity 
encouraging student theatre groups to cast 
from a wider pool for their production and 
creative teams. 

2016 has continued its focus on encouraging students to think sustainably 
about their theatre designs. Students continue to recycle, reuse, borrow 
or hire design elements. LED lights, replacing conventional theatre lamps 
in the Union & Guild Theatres, have greatly reduced our energy usage 
whilst at the same time providing an excellent resource for our student 
lighting designers and operators.

2016 saw the continuation of student theatre production digital 
archive. This archive is a rich database of student theatre at 
Melbourne University. It also enables us to make meaningful 
connections with our alumni. Union House Theatre Alumni have 
often had deep, sustained and transformative experience in 
student theatre. In 2015 a Strategic Plan for Alumni Development 
was commenced to better engage and connect with these 
ambassadors. ‘Throwback Thursdays’ are now a regular and 
popular feature on our Alumni Facebook Group. This year our 
Alumni event coincided with the PEST Symposium – Piercing 
Examination of Student Theatre and the Shakespeare 400 
Student Theatre Retrospective. 

Significant purchases this year include more LED lighting and 
two new sound mixing consoles. This equipment allows students 
to have access the latest digital technology in our venues. Our 
methodology for all purchases is based on removing out-dated, 
complex and time consuming equipment and replacing them 
with more intuitive tools to enable students to focus on artistic 
expression. We are proud to be caretakers of these excellent 
resources and plan to continue our efforts to stock the theatres 
with industry leading brands for our students to use.
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