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Union House Theatre (UHT) is a 
community of people who, through 
a shared passion for exploring 
creativity, come together in person 
and online to make art happen.

UHT is the creative hub for 
extracurricular student theatre 
and performance at the University 
of Melboure Student Union (UMSU). 
We provide an environment where 
diverse and autonomous student 
theatre can flourish, supporting 
an ecology of high-impact, student 
led creativity. UHT facilitates and 
supports performance in all its forms 
by providing artistic leadership, 
creative programs, technical 
advice, mentoring, education and 
networking/industry opportunities 
that are responsive to students’ 
needs and the times we find  
ourselves in. 
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We acknowledge that we live, work and create on the 
lands of the Kulin Nation, and pay our respects to their 
Elders past and present. We extend that respect to all 
First Nations people, and the long and rich histories of 
storytelling, art and culture on this land. Sovereignty  
was never ceded.  

Union  
House 
Theatre

“I felt a huge sense of 
community being a part 
of UHT’s programs. I 
have made so many more 
theatre friends and gone 
outside my comfort zone.  
I only wish I had been more 
involved in UHT sooner.”
- UHT Student Participant Feedback
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Artistic  
Director’s 
Reflections 
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It’s the end of the year, and it’s my 
second day in the office since July. 
The last time I was in here was on the 
eve of Lockdown 5 (that was the one 
that rolled seamlessly into Lockdown 
6 if you understandably need some 
help with your Lockdown accounting). 
The venues were ready, the Student 
Theatre Groups were rehearsing and 
having production meetings. Artists 
were contracted to deliver exciting 
in-person programs, shows were 
being designed, masks were coming 
on and off and on and off, and a lot of 
COVIDSafe planning was underway in 
our cautious attempts at staging on-
site events at Union House Theatre. 
And now here we are!  Semester is 
over. All those shows were postponed, 

and everything else was quickly 
transformed for the Zoomscape. We 
persisted and arrived, albeit a little 
weary, at the end of the year. 

The end of the year typically 
offers us the chance to reflect 
on programs and performances, 
artists, exchanges, the students who 
have arrived and those who have 
graduated, their contributions and 
stories. But it’s hard to know how to 
talk about 2021. Now that  
I’m back in Union House after all 
the lockdowns I’m thinking about 
what’s stayed the same and what has 
changed during this time.  
 

We know that so much has happened 
online, that our community remained 
strong and connected, that new 
friendships were developed and 
fantastic creative ideas explored. But 
we also know that the online space is 
inaccessible for some. Opportunities 
to be together in real time are critical 
for theatre people, who live off the 
vibrating energy of bodies in space, 
gathering in community to share an 
experience and be transformed.

Last year I remember thinking that 
it will be the young people in our 
community who hold the answers to 
how we move into a brighter future 
for theatre and the performing arts 
post pandemic. And though it’s hard 
to know what to make of 2021, at least 

this still rings true. So, whilst it’s quiet 
outside today and the Concrete Lawn 
is empty, it won’t be long ‘til students 
come knocking on our door again, 
before they start planning  
and plotting their shows in the 
venues, before they begin learning 
how to build sets, produce events, 
write plays, try live performance, 
make friends and start taking over 
the world! 

And I can’t wait to be sitting here,  
in my office, ready to welcome them 
home. 

Xanthe Beesley 
Artistic Director/Theatre 
Coordinator,  
Union House Theatre
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Student Impact
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“Being able to meet with 
like-minded theatrical peers 
online during lockdowns 
was such a lovely way 
of retaining a sense of 
normality and community. 
It was as though the 
performing arts were being 
kept alive through our 
interactions and listening to 
other people’s experiences 
of the current situation.”  
- UHT Student Participant Feedback

“I have now realised 
there are so many more 
opportunities to be 
involved in theatre other 
than through acting. UHT 
has brought me out of my 
comfort zone and allowed 
me to meet so many 
amazing people and make 
valuable connections in  
the Melbourne performing 
arts scene.”
- UHT Student Participant Feedback

2021 - were we coming or were we 
going… home?! It was hard to tell at 
times, but what we do know is that 
our amazing UHT community kept 
itself together, finding ways to be 
creative during another strange 
year. UHT provided a creative lifeline 
to students and the inspiration 
to get out of bed! Participation in 
programs remained high throughout 
the year, with strong engagement in 
workshops, residencies, intensives 
and mentorships. Students charged 
headfirst into our online projects 
The Switch and Nora: A Doll’s House 
creative development, with a growing 
community of new students excited 
to begin their journey through 
student theatre. Peer Mentors led 
students through a range of activities, 
Student Theatre Groups maintained 
membership and connection online, 
and emerging artists made digital 
work, fostering their ideas for  
the future. 
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Student  
Theatre 
Groups
At the start of the year, most of 
our Student Theatre Groups were 
planning for in-person shows. When 
the reality of another semester 
at home loomed over our theatre 
community, they continued to plan for 
online plays, workshops and staying 
connected with each other. This hard 
work has not been in vain. As well as 
developing a whole range of new skills, 
our groups have built a community 
and are ready to fly in 2022.  

Union House Theatre 
2021 at a Glance

Student 
participants

Guest artists Workshops Student 
mentorships

Student theatre 
groups

Award winners New dressing 
rooms built

Raised and 
554km walked to 
raise awareness  
of mental health 

New casual staff 
ready and waiting 

to work

UHT’s plants 
survived three 
months of not  
being watered

Fake Newspaper Theatre

Flare Dance Ensemble

Floor Work

Four Letter Word Theatre

Intercollegiate Activities Council 
(ICAC)

International House Theatre Group

Med Moves

Medleys the Med Revue

Melb Uni Chinese Theatre Group 
(MUCTG)

Melb Uni Law Revue

Melb Uni (MU) Modern Theatre 
Company

Melb Uni Shakespeare Company 
(MUSC)

Mudcrabs – Melb Uni Comedy 
Revue Board

Newman College Theatre 
Association

Ormond College Drama Club

Queen’s College Music and Drama 
Society

St Hilda’s College

St Mary’s College Drama Society

Trinity College Dramatic Society

University College Theatre 
Company

Uni Melb Music Theatre Association 
(UMMTA)

Unimelb Savoyards 
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Projects, Events 
and Intensives
2021 unexpectedly offered another year of programming 
online with workshops, intensives and projects:

 Projects
You Can Ask That

- UHT Fundamentals 

- Theatre Speed Friending

Instant Play Project

Arty Party - with UMSU Creative Arts  
and Southbank

Mentorship Program

Writer in Residence Program 

The Switch: Online Performance 
Making Project 

Page to Stage

Nora: A Doll’s House - Creative 
Development Workshops

- Breaking it Down: Text Analysis Lab 

- Adapting Ibsen 

- Technically Very Important: 
Backstage Chats

- From Page to Stage: Design Lab

UHT Peer Mentors

- Daily Quiz

- The Mini Adventure Challenge

- Theatre Friends

- Mudfest Check-in Challenge

- Drag Me Outta the Swamp

- Student Theatre Podcast

TriviARTs - with UMSU Creative Arts

Creator’s Lab

Beyond the Rehearsal Room: An 
Exhibition of Theatrical Design

Triple Bill: Play Excerpts

The Swift Tailors: At Home High 
Fashion with UMSU Creative Arts

UHT Awards and Trivia Night

Workshops
Theatre Summer Fun

Tech Thursdays

Acting Fundamentals

Filming and Editing Basics

Directing Intensive

Foley (Sound Effects)

Captioning

Telling Your Stories

Brainstorming a Creative Idea -  
with George Paton Gallery

De-stress Dance - with UMSU 
Creative Arts

Theatre Winter Warmup

Producing Skills

Risk Management

Production Management

Stage Management

Set Design Basics

Lighting Design Basics

Sound Design Basics

“I’m so glad that you’ve continued to run 
workshops online. It’s been a great way to 
keep the theatre community together!” 
- UHT Student Participant Feedback 

Guest Artists 
Theo Cassady

Roshelle Fong

Natalie Gillis  

Suzie J. Jarmaine

Reis Low

Natasha Marich

Michelle McCowage

Claudia Mirabello

Sodi Murphy-Shrives

Efren Pamilacan

Lesley Pinder

Connor Ross

Jacob Sacher

Olivia Satchell

Glenn Shea

Merlynn Tong 

Richard Vabre

Dominic Weintraub
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The Switch
Building 
Community 
&Resilience 
Through Creativity 

Unsurprisingly students in our 
university community were 
experiencing emotional strain and 
anxiety related to the pandemic. With 
face-to-face opportunities to develop 
connections, build friendships and 
interests unavailable, social isolation 
was keenly felt. For many students 
loneliness, anxiety and depression 
increased. At UHT we know that 
creativity is essential for young 
peoples’ wellbeing and that this could 
be part of the solution to increasing 
connection during a challenging time. 

Through a semester-long online 
creative project called The Switch, 
UHT worked with 15 students to 
investigate creative ways to switch 
off from worries. Through the 
development of short performance 
works, The Switch encouraged 
students to work through anxiety, 
build friendship connections and test 
out their creativity. Working with UHT 

Artistic Director Xanthe Beesley, and 
lead artists Roshelle Fong and Suzie J. 
Jarmain, the project employed dance 
work to support and connect to the 
body; acting skills for confidence 
building; ensemble play to develop 
relationships and communication 
skills, and creative writing for self-
expression. 

We found that this project provided 
increased opportunities for students 
to develop friendships. International 
student participants increased their 
channels to connect with their peers. 
The group identified that they felt 
more resilient, and had developed 
tools to better express themselves, 
reach out and ask for help with things 
that were bothering them. Some 
friendships remained, and many 
students returned to participate in 
the UHT network and new projects in 
Semester 2.

13

“Theatre helped me this semester to be 
creative and work in groups with people I 
am unfamiliar with and will continue to help 
me in the next year with having a creative 
outlet and meeting new people.” 
- UHT Student Participant Feedback

Click Here to watch 
‘The Switch’ video

http://vimeo.com/577392993
http://vimeo.com/577392993
http://vimeo.com/577392993
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UHT Peer 
Mentors
In 2021 UHT created a new program 
to foster intergenerational 
connectedness and peer support 
amongst our community. The UHT 
Peer Mentors program saw four 
recent University of Melbourne 
(UoM) graduates (and alumni of the 
UHT Student Theatre community), 
Dominic Weintraub, Jacob Sacher, 
Reis Low, and Sodi Murphy-Shrives, 
take virtual residence at UHT. 
The four mentors ran a total of 
12 activities (many with multiple 
sessions) over 14 weeks, with a 
total of 265 participants across the 
semester. From mentorships to 
quizzes, movement to writing, our 
mentors were able to successfully 
conduct their entire program 
online – including the hugely popular 
crowd favorite ‘TriviARTS’ online 
trivia nights for students and 
alumni. They worked hard engaging 
students through activities and 
communication via Instagram, 
Zoom and a specially developed UHT 
Student Theatre Podcast. While 
the terrain of digital engagement 
can be tumultuous, the Peer 
Mentors program was an important 
addition to the UHT offerings to 
support students to have invaluable 
moments of connection, learning 
and creativity during difficult times. 

“The Student Theatre 
Podcast proved an 
immensely impactful way to 
expand the student theatre 
community throughout an 
otherwise isolating year. 
Through the project, we 
saw a range of students 
interview each other, 
share parts of themselves, 
and connect meaningfully 
over their shared love 
of theatre. While some 
have since forged new 
collaborations, and others 
have formed friendships, 
each and every ‘podcastee’ 
left the experience feeling 
energised and excited about 
the possibilities of making 
theatre on campus.”
- Dominic Weintraub,  
  UHT Peer Mentor.  

“Being part of keeping the 
heart of student theatre 
alive and feeling connected 
reminded me of why I work 
in the arts.”
- Reis Low, UHT Peer Mentor
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UMSU 
Creative Arts 
Collaborations

Collaborating with the UMSU Creative 
Arts Officers Vaishnavi Ravikrishna 
and Merryn Hughes to present online 
engagement activities was a highlight 
of our UHT year! We teamed up on 
various storytelling and wellbeing 
workshops as well as co-presenting 
the ever-popular De-stress Dance. 
Returning for a third consecutive 
year, De-stress Dance is an online 
series incorporating music and 
movement from an array of genres. 
No experience was needed to be part 
of this drop-in ensemble of movers 
and dancers which encouraged 
participants to exercise through 
dance, moving freely over Zoom 
and get endorphins flowing in a low 
pressure environment.

Collaborating with the Peer Mentors 
and the Arts Officers on TriviARTs 
was our first experiment at running 
a Zoom trivia night with question 
rounds based on a range of creative 
arts topics. An initiative to bring the 
whole community of creative arts, 
theatre and alumni together, it was 
a huge success which stretched 
the interactivity of Zoom to the max 
and is sure to become a staple in the 
UMSU calendar. We finished the year 
with The Swift Tailors: At Home High 
Fashion collaboration, a DIY fashion 
competition where students created 
their own outfits out of upcycled and 
found materials. The resourcefulness 
and creativity of the students is 
always impressive and the results of 
this project were collated into a short 
video and prizes were awarded to the 
most stellar designers!

Annual Report 2021

George Paton 
Gallery Collab – 
Creative Ideas workshops  
and the Design exhibition

Click here to view  
‘Beyond the Rehersal Room’

We always love to collaborate with 
our mates at Arts Programs and 
the George Paton Gallery (GPG). In 
2021 together we hosted a series of 
workshops focusing on breathing 
life into creative ideas - how to get 
started, grow ideas and find ways to 
talk about the creative process. 

Our second collaboration was an 
online exhibition with GPG Virtual, 
where they hosted our inaugural 
exhibition of student theatre design. 
Called Beyond the Rehearsal Room, 
the project showcased everything  
but the finished product, celebrating 

the process from inception to (almost) 
realisation of all aspects of theatre 
design. This semester’s student 
theatre costume, set, sound, lighting 
and hair and make-up designers 
submitted construction drawings, 
sound maps, set design renders, 
costume illustrations that never  
made it to the stage in 2021.  
Beyond the Rehearsal Room was 
curated by Allen Laverty (UHT Stage 
Carpenter), Tom Brayshaw (UHT 
Venue and Production Manager) and 
David Atwood (Arts Projects and 
Programs Officer). 

Set Design by Nathan Dinh

http://vimeo.com/642495973
http://vimeo.com/642495973
http://umsu.unimelb.edu.au/studentlife/gallery/gpgvirtual/beyond-the-rehearsal-room
http://umsu.unimelb.edu.au/studentlife/gallery/gpgvirtual/beyond-the-rehearsal-room
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UHT’s Production 
Team Report 

2021 was a year of new experiences 
for the production team, with a new 
Production Manager, new platforms 
for showcasing student design, new 
dressing rooms for a COVID-normal 
world and new ways to facilitate 
productions online rather than on 
stage. We’ve added a podcast to our 
suite of production programs as well 
as old favorites such as mentorships 
and training. The team continued to 
provide support and advice to the 
amazing Student Theatre Groups who 

Annual Report 2021

embarked on their brave attempts 
to produce shows with a few even 
getting within a sniff of a real life 
bump in! To finish the year, we arrived 
back in the venues blowing away the 
cobwebs, polishing the dressing room 
mirrors and dusting off the consoles 
ready to welcome everyone back for 
a year of student theatre activity in 
2022.

Tom, Clynton and Allen
UHT Production Team

Writer in 
Residence 
Program

UHT has a long history of supporting 
young and emerging playwrights. 
With an impressive alumni list of 
writers, we take our role seriously! 
We know that the opportunity to write 
and develop new voices in writing is 
critical – and we provide a program 
where it’s safe to fail, fun to soar and 
where emerging writers can test 
out ideas with a like-minded group 
of people and a supportive artist to 
mentor them along the way. 

Our Writers in Residence (WIR)  
and professional playwright-mentors  
in 2021 were Merlynn Tong and  
Olivia Satchell.

We continued to partner with 
our wonderful neighbours, La 
Mama Theatre to deliver this 
program. La Mama is an important 
pathway for our UHT students 
and their involvement sets in place 
relationships for the future  
writers in our community. The 
program was presented virtually  
and included workshops and  
one-on-one development sessions 
with playwrights. 

“Working as a WIR for 
UHT has been a highlight 
of my year. The program 
provided a space for 
creativity, joy, fun, 
exploration and connection 
to take hold. Watching the 
participants progress 
in skill and confidence 
through the weeks has been 
extraordinary; I would do 
this again in a heartbeat.” 
- Writer in Residence, Merlynn Tong

“The UHT mentoring 
program allowed me to 
develop my career pathway 
in the performing arts.” 
- UHT Student Participant Feedback

Playreading Mini 
Fest - Triple Bill 
The students from our Writer in 
Residence program almost had the 
chance to present their works on 
stage at the La Mama Courthouse for 
a Playreading MiniFest, until lockdown 
was called hours before curtain. 
Zoom came to the rescue. Chiara 
Wenban, Liz Murdoch and Zadie 
McCracken braved the digital space 
to present and share new works and 
worlds with an appreciative audience. 
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UHT 2021 
Awards 
The UHT year wouldn’t be complete 
without a night celebrating the 
student theatre community’s 
achievements. This year, to add 
extra pizazz to the Zoom affair, 
the UHT Peer Mentors hosted 
rounds of trivia between the 
award announcements. It was a 
huge success and offered a great 
platform to acknowledge the 
burgeoning creativity happening at 
UHT. Prizes were proudly supported 
by the University of Melbourne 
Theatre Board.
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UHT Awards
UHT Award for Participation and 
Enthusiasm

Marcie Di Bartolomeo 
James Robertson 

UHT Award for Production and 
Planning

Medleys – the Med Revue

UHT Award for Leadership within 
the Student Theatre Community

Melbourne Uni Law Revue – Laura 
McKenzie and Ashley Stocco

UHT Emerging Writer Award

Liz Murdoch

Self and  
Peer-Nominated 
Awards
Emerging Artist Award

Eden McLean

Community Engagement Award

Olive Cullen – UMMTA Chorus

Access and Inclusion Award

Chelle Destefano

Experimentation in Digital 
Performance Award

Zadie McCracken

Ensemble Award

Titus Andronicus – Melbourne Uni 
Shakespeare Company

Skills Development Award

Delys Russell and Bridie Turner

Production and Technical Award

You’re A Good Man Charlie Brown 
Production Team – UMMTA

New Work Award

Icarus and the Falling Birds –  
Gaden Sousa and Torsten Strokirch

Student Theatre Group Award

Fake Newspaper Theatre

Special Awards
The UHT Peer Mentor Red Jelly 
Future  
Takeover Award

Istvan Danko

Theatre Board Outstanding 
Commitment to the Community 
Award

Ada Coxall

Hannah Barry Memorial Award

Luke Macaronas  – This is my Body

Robert McDonald Award

Zadie McCracken

UMSU Creative Arts 
Awards
Keen-bean-always-here-machine 
Award

Pooja Goel

Across-The-Sea Creativity Award

Pallavi Bharwani

Mover-and-Shaker Experimental  
Art-Maker Award

Olga Dziemidowicz



UHT Staff:
Xanthe Beesley 
 Artistic Director/Theatre Coordinator

Erin Adams   
Administration and Development Officer

Tom Brayshaw   
Venue and Production Venue Manager

Clynton Jones   
Head Technician

Allen Laverty  
Stage Carpenter/Mechanist

Thank you to everyone 
in our community for 
your support in 2021.

“UHT has been a pivotal 
part of my university 
experience.” 
- UHT Student Participant Feedback


